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ABSTRACT

In most developed countries, accreditation programs are implemented based on standards
to evaluate and improve medical education. This study aims to evaluate the quality and quantity of the
educational system in universities and faculties located in the sixth macro-region of Iran to improve the
existing conditions according to society's expectations of higher education.

VTR In this study , by convergent-parallel approach, the effects of institutional accreditation in
universities and faculties in the sixth macro-region were examined in 2019 based on the national
accreditation project including 66 standards and 351 indicators in 8 areas. A field visit to educational-
research facilities and a documentation study were conducted based on the eight areas. After collecting
and reviewing the data, the accreditation results were presented.

[ Considering the educational-research facilities as well as the achievement of necessary and
preferred standards, we saw a significant growth in medical universities and faculties in the region.
Medical universities and faculties in the sixth macro-region should provide the necessary
infrastructure to reach the optimal level in all necessary standards and improve the quality of medical
education. In addition, familiarizing all university staff with the accreditation standards can help improve
the quality of services.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

n most developed countries, accreditation pro-

grams are implemented to evaluate and improve

medical education. Paying special attention to

maintaining the quality of education and research

in medical universities is considered one of the
main concerns of the Iranian Ministry of Health and Medi-
cal Education. One of the most important benefits of accred-
itation is improving the quality of learning by guaranteeing
the quality of the course under assessment. Accreditation is
a process by which official accrediting authorities evaluate
institutions using a set of criteria and standards through es-
tablished procedures to ensure the quality of the education
and research. This study aims to evaluate the quality and
quantity of the existing education system in the universities
and colleges located in the 6™ macro-region of the country
(Zanjan, Alborz, Qom, Qazvin, Arak, Khomein, Saveh) to
improve the existing conditions according to society's ex-
pectations of higher education.

Methods

This project was carried out by conducting an external
evaluation and qualitative analysis. With the convergent-
parallel approach, the effects of institutional accredi-
tation in medical universities and faculties in the 6th
macro-region of the country were examined based on
the national accreditation project including 66 standards
and 351 indicators in 8 areas (mission and goals, man-
agement, resources and facilities, staff training, faculty,
student services, research, student education). A field
visit to educational-research facilities and a documenta-
tion study were conducted based on the eight areas. Af-
ter collecting and reviewing the data, the accreditation
results were presented.

Results

The accreditation process for preparing self-evaluation
reports and preparation for external evaluation lasted
for one year. The performed accreditation program was
similar to the accreditation done by external evaluators
and conformed to the national standards. Considering
the educational-research facilities as well as the achieve-
ment of necessary and preferred standards, we saw a
significant growth in medical universities and faculties
in the entire region. The strengths and weaknesses of
universities and faculties were presented to advance the
educational and research goals within the framework of
the national accreditation program.
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Conclusion

In this study, we tried to take positive steps by imple-
menting an accreditation program to increase the quality
of medical education. The results showed that the medi-
cal universities and faculties in the 6th macro-region of
the country have taken effective steps to improve the
existing conditions and reach the desired standards. The
implementation of accreditation program in the entire
region helped to identify the strengths and weaknesses
of the education programs of medical universities. To
reach the ideal level in all necessary standards (manda-
tory and preferred standards) and improve the quality of
medical education, the medical universities and faculties
in the 6th macro-region of the country should provide
the necessary research and educational infrastructure,
including equipment and educational spaces. It is nec-
essary for all university personnel to become familiar
with accreditation standards. For this purpose, periodic
workshops seem to be necessary. Also, the medical uni-
versities in the region should take more effective steps
to reach the optimal level of the ministerial standards.
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