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2025 with growing health needs, are leading to an increasing demand for

ontinuous changes in educational and care environments, coupled

higher quality health care services. This quality is closely related
to the competencies of health care providers. Therefore, adopting a competency-
based approach to nursing education is considered important in order to achieve
quality standards [1]. In this regard, the important role of education in medical sci-
ences is to educate individuals with the necessary qualifications needed by society
and ultimately create a conducive environment for the advancement of health and
treatment in the country. The Objective Structured Clinical Exam (OSCE) serves
as a scientific method for assessing the clinical competencies of graduates and is
essential in the educational process. Implementing new management strategies to
address challenges in the evolution of education, introducing innovative methods,
integrating both new and traditional approaches, and enhancing clinical assess-
ment methods can all be effective in improving the overall educational experience
[2]. In fact, it is an evaluation method in which students’ clinical skills are assessed
physically at simulated stations [3]. In recent years, there has been an introduction

of a new student-centered educational method and increased student participation
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Y in the learning process. As a result, the goals and methods of knowledge assess-
OSCE, Medical Education,
Evaluation, Nursing. ment have also improved. One such method is the structured clinical examination,
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which is a multi-system test that utilizes real or sim-
ulated patients to assess clinical skills, attitudes, and
cognitive abilities [4]. OSCE was first used to train
medical students by Harden and Gleeson in Scot-
land in 1975. It became the basis for a shift away
from the traditional model of medical education,
which was primarily focused on theory, towards as-
sessments based on knowledge and clinical practice
[5]. The OSCE test is a crucial method in nursing
education. This standardized assessment thorough-
ly evaluates students’ clinical skills, interpersonal
skills, and critical thinking. It provides an objective
framework for assessing performance [6]. As an
integral part of clinical assessment used in combi-
nation with traditional methods, this test serves as
both a diagnostic tool and a means of identifying
students who may be struggling with clinical skills.
It can then guide them towards additional sessions,
resources, and practice assistance [4]. Such an ap-
proach allows students to develop communication,
decision-making, and stress management skills. In
addition, simulation provides a space for critical
reflection and self-evaluation, which are essential
components of deep learning [6]. If implemented
properly, modern methods of evaluating students’
clinical performance and competence will be a valu-
able tool for linking knowledge with performance
and promoting professional behavior in the imple-
mentation of specialized nursing practices. It will
also be a way to address the shortcomings of tra-
ditional evaluation methods [5]. Students who are
assessed by the OSCE test are aiming to enhance
their practical skills, ultimately boosting their self-
confidence along with the knowledge they gain [2].
However, some studies have raised concerns about
this evaluation method. These include student dis-

satisfaction due to the stress of being observed, time

constraints, examiner behavior, and the test’s inabil-
ity to detect clinical reasoning [5].

Today, the importance of the OSCE test is well-
known. However, in order to enhance the quality of
the test, promote learning, and achieve the main goal
of OSCE, it is necessary to pay attention to certain
aspects. Despite its numerous benefits, the OSCE
test poses a psychological burden for students, a fi-
nancial burden for faculties and organizations, and is
time-consuming for professors, evaluators, and the
OSCE organizing team. While students are seem-
ingly being evaluated through this test, it actually
reflects the performance of faculties in education.
It integrates not only theoretical and clinical knowl-
edge but also the teaching style, strengths, weak-
nesses, and communication skills acquired through
the faculty’s educational curriculum, as well as the
hidden curriculum of the department, reflecting
them like a mirror.

In this case, the author mentions a quote:
When most students fail a particular course, it’s not
the students’ problem... it’s actually the things the
professors taught us.”

On the other hand, students’ attitude towards the
OSCE test is not serious; they take a permissive ap-
proach to preparing for the test.

“...Since the OSCE test does not have a score, it
is not recorded anywhere. On the day of graduation
from the university, they handed us a sheet to sign
at the bottom, indicating that we passed the OSCE
. However, I don’t believe it will be recorded in the
system... .

Therefore, it is necessary to review the relevant
policies in this area. It is suggested that the OSCE
test score be included in the final grade point aver-
age of students. Additionally, uniform and specific

evaluation methods should be developed by the
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examination board and the planning board. More-
over, it is essential to allocate separate funds for the
best possible administration and implementation of
this test. The recognition of the OSCE test in uni-
versities requires special attention to issues such as
standardization of questions and checklists. As this
test has the potential to be a crucial step in evalu-
ating medical education directly from students and
indirectly assessing the educational system, its im-
portance grows. Special attention needs to be paid

to this issue.
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