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ABSTRACT

Introduction: The study conducted a comparative analysis of the educational programs at
Razi University and Kermanshah University of Medical Sciences, identifying key differ-
ences and similarities in the structure and content of their curricula. The main objective of
the research was to analyze and clarify the characteristics of each program to better under-
stand the educational systems of these two universities.

Methods: This descriptive-comparative study was conducted through a qualitative analysis
of 30 official documents related to the educational programs of the two universities. The
documents included curricula, regulations, reports, and instructional guidelines, which were
collected purposively. Data were extracted based on an analytical checklist and qualitative-
ly analyzed independently by two researchers, whose agreement exceeded 85%, ensuring
the credibility of the results.

Results: Razi University, operating under a semester/annual system with a broad and in-
terdisciplinary range of fields, focuses on training research-oriented and specialized gradu-
ates with an emphasis on theoretical and project-based education. In contrast, Kermanshah
University of Medical Sciences offers specialized programs compliant with the Ministry of
Health requirements, emphasizing practical training, clinical skills, problem-based learning
(PBL), and the use of simulators. For assessment, besides written and oral exams, Kerman-
shah University utilizes clinical practical exams such as OSCE. Faculty members, educa-
tional facilities, and employment opportunities at both universities are aligned with their
respective missions. Scoring revealed that Kermanshah University of Medical Sciences has
higher ratings in content, teaching methods, evaluation, facilities, faculty, and job opportu-
nities, whereas Razi University scored higher in educational objectives. Both universities
are committed to educational innovation and curriculum updates.

Discussion: This study conducted a comparative analysis of the educational programs at
Razi University and Kermanshah University of Medical Sciences, identifying key differ-
ences and similarities in the structure and content of their curricula. The main aim of the
research was to analyze and understand the distinctive characteristics of each program to
gain better insight into the educational systems of these two universities.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction:

his study aimed to perform a compre-

hensive comparative analysis of the

educational programs at Razi Univer-
sity, a comprehensive university, and Kermanshah
University of Medical Sciences, a specialized med-
ical university. The primary purpose was to identify
critical differences and similarities across the core
dimensions of their curricula, including program
structure, content, educational objectives, teaching
and learning methods, assessment strategies, facul-
ty composition, educational facilities, student ser-
vices, employment opportunities, and innovation in
education. Understanding these aspects is essential
to enhancing program effectiveness, aligning edu-
cational outcomes with institutional missions, and
responding to evolving scientific and societal de-
mands.

Methods:

Employing a descriptive-comparative design,
this research qualitatively analyzed 30 purposively
collected official documents related to the educa-
tional programs of the two universities. The docu-
ments comprised curricula, academic regulations,
institutional reports, and instructional guidelines to
ensure comprehensive coverage of various program
facets. Data extraction was conducted using a rig-
orously developed analytical checklist focused on
key curriculum dimensions. Independent qualita-
tive analyses were performed by two researchers,
achieving an inter-rater reliability exceeding 85%,
which substantiated the credibility and accuracy of
the findings.

Results:

The findings illustrated substantive contrasts
and complementarities reflective of the institu-
tional missions. Razi University operates under a
semester/annual system featuring a broad interdis-
ciplinary spectrum and prioritizes the development
of research-oriented and specialized graduates with
a strong focus on theoretical foundations and proj-
ect-based learning. Conversely, Kermanshah Uni-
versity of Medical Sciences adheres to the Ministry
of Health’s standards, offering specialized curric-

in Medical Education

ula that emphasize practical training, clinical skill
development, problem-based learning (PBL), and
advanced simulation technologies. Assessment
approaches include traditional written and oral ex-
aminations supplemented by clinical practical eval-
uations such as the Objective Structured Clinical
Examination (OSCE). Faculty profiles, education-
al infrastructure, and job market alignment corre-
spond closely with each university’s specialized
mission. Quantitative scoring indicated that Ker-
manshah University outperformed in content qual-
ity, teaching methodologies, evaluation systems,
facilities, faculty qualifications, and employment
avenues, whereas Razi University demonstrated
higher scores in defining and achieving education-
al objectives. Both institutions, however, manifest
robust commitments to educational innovation and
continuous curricular advancement.

Conclusion:

Despite divergent institutional missions, both
universities maintain educational programs that are
well-aligned with their goals and adhere to stan-
dardized academic criteria. The study emphasizes
that fostering systematic experience exchange and
amplifying collaborative initiatives between com-
prehensive and medical universities can catalyze
sustained improvements in the quality of higher ed-
ucation nationwide. Strategic enhancement in this
regard promises to elevate educational outcomes,
better prepare graduates for complex professional
environments, and contribute to national scientific
and social development.
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