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Comparative studies, as one of the best research methods in the fields of education and plan-
ning, are of interest to scholars, because the differences and similarities between educational systems can
be investigated in order to discover their strengths and weaknesses. The present study aims to compare
the critical care nursing curricula for postgraduate courses in Iran and Australia.

VTR This descriptive-comparative study was conducted in 2022. The latest critical care nursing cur-
ricula for postgraduate courses were obtained from the official website of the Iranian Ministry of Health
and Medical Education and the website of Monash University in Australia. The data was analyzed using
Bereday’s model for comparative studies in four steps: description, interpretation, juxtaposition and com-
parison.

[ Despite the many commonalities in the mission, vision and goals, and the roles of the students
in the two critical care nursing curricula for postgraduate students in Iran and Australia, differences were
also revealed. Conditions and methods of admission to the postgraduate course, the type of presentation
of the project at the end of the course, and the way of offering the course (full-time or part-time) were
among the differences. Also, the lessons of this course in Australia were presented based on clinical evi-
dence and an emphasis on nurses’ critical thinking.

To improve the quality of the critical care nursing curriculum for postgraduate courses in Iran,

Key words: its differences with the curriculum presented in Monash University should be considered. The type of
Comparative study, presentation of the project at the end of the course should be chosen by the students. Offering part-time
Postgraduate, Critical courses for students, in addition to full-time courses, should also be considered. The curriculum for this
Care Nursing, Iran, course should emphasize promoting clinical reasoning and critical thinking in nurses and their use of
Australia clinical evidence as much as possible.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

omparative studies, as one of the best re-

search methods in the fields of education

and planning, are of interest to scholars,
because the differences and similarities between educa-
tional systems can be investigated in order to discover
their strengths and weaknesses. The nurses should
have scientific and practical abilities suitable to current
knowledge to perform all nursing care at different lev-
els. Identifying the problems in nursing education and
taking action to solve them can lead to achieving edu-
cational goals and improving the quality of healthcare
services. Nursing education, as a part of higher educa-
tion, has been developing and expanding at a high speed
in the world; however, this development has not only
caused concern about the quality of education in this
field, but also caused challenges such as the competence
of the graduates and the quality of nursing curricula.
Every educational curriculum must be developed, re-
vised, and modified in accordance with the needs of the
society. The present study aims to investigate the simi-
larities and differences between the critical care nursing
curricula for postgraduate students in Iran and Monash
University in Australia.

Methods

This descriptive-comparative study was conducted in
2022 using Bereday’s four-step model, including de-
scription, interpretation, juxtaposition, and comparison.
In the description step, research phenomena are extract-
ed based on evidence and information. In the interpreta-
tion step, the information collected in the first stage is
analyzed. In the juxtaposition step, the information that
was prepared in the previous step is classified and put
together in order to create a framework for comparing
similarities and differences. Finally, in the comparison
step, the similarities and differences between the two
educational curricula are compared according to the re-
search questions.

We first obtained the critical care nursing curricula for
postgraduate students from the websites of the Iranian
Ministry of Health and Medical Education and the Aus-
tralian Monash University. Then, the data was listed in
the tables for each element of the curricula, including:
history and evolution of the major, philosophy, mis-
sion, vision and goals, expected outcomes and roles of
graduates, conditions and methods of admission to the
postgraduate course, and characteristics, structure and
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arrangement of sections in two curricula. Then, the two
curricula were analyzed and their strengths and weak-
nesses were identified and compared according to the
conditions of the two countries.

Results

The philosophy of the critical care nursing curricula for
postgraduate students in Iran is based on human values
and dignity, the right to make decisions, paying atten-
tion to Islamic values, and social justice. In the Monash
University, the philosophy is based on concepts such as
critical thinking and the use of evidence-based practice.
The vision of this course in the Monash University is
to transform community health by using nurses’ impact
on improving health. The vision in Iran is to achieve re-
gional and international standards in the next ten years.
The length of this course in Iran is 2-3 years and full-
time, based on the educational regulations. While this
course in the Monash University is offered both part-
time and full-time; the length of the full-time course is
2 years and the length of the part-time course is about 3
years. In the Monash University, the students at the end
of the course can have a project according to their inter-
est experimentally based on clinical practice, or conduct
aresearch project. In Iran, students do not have a flexible
choice for this course and must present a thesis.

Conclusion

Despite the many commonalities in the mission, vision
and goals, and the roles of the students in the two critical
care nursing curricula for postgraduate students in Iran
and Monash University, differences were also revealed.
The type of presentation of the project at the end of the
course and the way of offering the course (full-time or
part-time) were among the differences. Also, the les-
sons of this course in Australia are presented based on
clinical evidence and an emphasis on nurses’ critical
thinking. Based on the comparison made in this study,
for the training of creative and efficient nurses, it is rec-
ommended to develop critical care nursing curriculum
for postgraduate course in Iran with a collaborative ap-
proach by considering important concepts such as criti-
cal thinking, clinical decision making, clinical reason-
ing, and problem-solving. To facilitate the development
of nursing education in Iran according to the existing
capacities, it is necessary to change the thesis-oriented
approach and replace it with a nursing practice-based
approach. In fact, the type of presentation of the project
at the end of the course should be chosen by the stu-
dents. It is also recommended to offer part-time courses
and use distance learning or to create an opportunity to
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study in the city where students live, in addition to offer-
ing full-time courses, given that most of the postgradu-
ate students in this course are married or employed. The
results of this study can help the planners in Iran to im-
prove the quality of the critical care nursing course for
postgraduate students.
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