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ABSTRACT

With the spread of COVID-19 in the world, including Iran, education methods were one of
the most important things that underwent changes and transformation, and online education replaced
face-to-face education. The current study aims to investigate the attitude of the students of Hormozgan
University of Medical Sciences (HUMS) in Iran towards online education.

VTR This is a descriptive-analytical study with a cross-sectional design. The study population
includes all students in fields of nursing, midwifery, anesthesiology, operating room, and emergency
medicine at HUMS in 2020-2021. Of these, 520 participated in the study. The data collection tool was a
researcher-made questionnaire of attitudes towards online education in four areas of “student-teacher
communication”, “learning”, “thinking skills” and “anxiety”. Data analysis was done using descriptive and
analytical statistics in SPSS software, version 22.

IS Of 520 students, 65% were female students and 35% were males; 46.9% were nursing students,
12.5% were emergency medicine students, 14.61% were operating room students, 13.84% were
anesthesiology students, and 12.11% were midwifery students. The findings showed that the highest
mean score was obtained in the domain of “thinking skills” and the lowest mean score was related to the

Key words: domain of “student-teacher communication”.

Virtual education, The attitude of students participating in the research was positive towards the use of virtual
Attitude, Student, education. Therefore, from their point of view, virtual education can be used as a new method in
Nursing education.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

uring the COVID-19 pandemic, the higher
education systems of all countries, includ-
ing Iran, were affected. With very few ex-
ceptions, schools worldwide were closed,
affecting more than 1.6 billion learners
from pre-primary to tertiary levels. Closure of schools
had high social, educational, and economic costs. The
impact of consequences was higher on disadvantaged
people and their families [1]. The prolongation of the
pandemic caused the universities of different countries to
adopt strategies to continue their educational activities.
The most common solution was to replace online educa-
tion with face-to-face education [2]. The change to online
education happened unexpectedly and quickly. In Iran,
with appropriate infrastructure for virtual learning in uni-
versities of medical sciences [3], the universities tried to
provide the necessary standards for the implementation
of online education to teachers and students as soon as
possible. In fact, online education during this pandemic
was chosen as a solution not to stop education in schools,
universities, and various educational centers [9], a solu-
tion that faced students and universities with new chal-
lenges. The current study aims to investigate the attitude
of the students of Hormozgan University of Medical
Sciences (HUMS) in Iran towards online education.

Methods

This is a descriptive-analytical study with a cross-sec-
tional design. The study population includes all students
of the School of Nursing and Midwifery at HUMS in
2020-2021 (n=679). Of these, 520 participated in the
study. The data collection tool was a researcher-made
questionnaire, which surveys demographic information
(including age, sex, and field of study) and 20 questions
related to attitudes towards online education in four ar-
eas of “student-teacher communication”, “learning”,
“thinking skills” and “anxiety”. The items are rated on
the Likert scale as completely agree, agree, no idea, and
disagree. The content validity index was reported 0.63.
To check the reliability of the questionnaire, the re-test
method was used and Cronbach’s alpha was reported
0.76. Data analysis was done using descriptive and ana-
lytical statistics in SPSS software version 22.
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Results

Of 520 students, 65% were female students and 35%
were males; 46.9% were nursing students, 12.5% were
emergency medicine students, 14.61% were operating
room students, 13.84% were anesthesiology students,
and 12.11% were midwifery students. The findings
showed that the highest mean score was obtained in the
domain of “thinking skills” and the lowest mean score
was related to the domain of “student-teacher commu-
nication”.

In the domain of student-teacher communication, the
item “I enjoy online communication with the teacher”
had the highest score, while the item “I understand the
teacher’s talks in the face-to-face method more than in
the virtual method” had the lowest score. In the domain
of learning, the item “If I have to choose between face-
to-face and virtual methods, I will choose the virtual
method” had the highest score, while the item “I learn
less with online education” had the lowest score. In the
domain of thinking skills, the item “The accuracy and
precision of learning in the virtual method is higher com-
pared to the face-to-face method” had the highest score,
while the item “online education increases thinking
skills” had the lowest score. In the domain of anxiety, the
item “T am not comfortable in virtual learning, and I get
anxious” had the highest score, while the item “online
education is a boring method” had the lowest score.

Conclusion

The results of this study showed that the attitude of
HUMS students was positive towards the use of online
education. Factors such as enjoying online communica-
tion with the instructor, higher accuracy and better un-
derstanding of the content compared to the traditional
method, and increasing thinking skills were among the
factors that led to the creation of a positive attitude.
Therefore, from the HUMS students’ point of view, on-
line education can be used as a novel method of educa-
tion.
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