Downloaded from dsme.hums.ac.ir at 20:29 +0330 on Saturday January 31st 2026

Development Strategies Winter 2025. Vol 11. Issue 4
in Medical Education

Comparative study of nursing PhD curriculum in Iran and Bloomberg University of Canada

Research Article

Reza Negarande' (), Leila Sadat Kahangi? (*, * Leila Mardanian Dehkordi’®

1. Nursing and midwifery care research center, Department of Community Health & Geriatric Nursing, School of Nursing & midwifery, Tehran University of Medical
Sciences, Tehran, Iran.

2. Nursing and Midwifery Sciences Development Research Center, Najafabad Branch, Islamic Azad University, Najafabad, Iran.

3. Nursing and Midwifery Care Research Center, Isfahan University of Medical Sciences, Isfahan, Iran.

Use your device to scan Citation: Negarandeh R, Kahangi LS, Mardanian Dehkordi L. Comparative study of nursing PhD curriculum in Iran and
end read theartcle online ||| 310, mberg University of Canada. Development Strategies in Medical Education. 2025; 11(4):363-376. [In Persian]

E'I-'

=]
S ABSTRACT
Article Info:
Received: 24 Dec 2023 Introduction: Nursing PhD programs are designed to cultivate the necessary competencies
Accepted: 27 Jan 2025 in graduates to fulfill professional roles that are responsive to societal demands. Neverthe-
Available Online: 18 Mar less, discrepancies in the curricula offered across different programs highlight the need for
2025 comparative analysis to further develop the discipline of nursing. This study aimed to com-

pare the curricula of nursing PhD programs in Bloomberg University and Iran.

Methods: This descriptive-comparative study was done based Bereday’s model and com-
pare components of nursing PhD program curriculum in Iran and Bloomberg University.
Data were gathered through a comprehensive internet search and then subjected to a rigor-
ous analysis process involving description, interpretation, juxtaposition, and comparison.

Results: Despite shared similarities, these universities exhibited distinct differences in pur-
pose, curriculum, and program implementation. Bloomberg University, in particular, was
characterized by its unique curricular content, pedagogical methods, and anticipated grad-
uate roles.

Discussion: To enhance the quality of Iranian PhD nursing graduates, a comprehensive
review of course content and delivery methods is recommended, aligned with the evolving

Key Words: roles and expectations of graduates and societal needs. Furthermore, a rigorous evaluation
Comparative Study, of the curriculum from the perspectives of both PhD students and faculty is essential to
Curriculum, Nursing. identify strengths, weaknesses, and inform future program development.

* Corresponding Author:

Leila Mardanian Dehkordi

Address: Isfahan University of Medical Sciences, Isfahan, Iran.
Tel: +98 3137927541

E-mail: mardanian@nm.mui.ac.ir

Copyright © 2024 The Author([s];
@ @ @ This is an open access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License [CC-By-NC: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode.
en], which permits use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is properly cited and is not used for commercial purposes.



http://dsme.hums.ac.ir/article-1-232-fa.html

Development Strategies
in Medical Education

Winter 2025. Vol 11. Issue 4

[ DOI: 10.483/12/DSME.11.4.148.2 ]

Downloaded from dsme.hums.ac.ir at 20:29 +0330 on Saturday January 31st 2026

Extended Abstract

Introduction:

ursing PhD programs are designed to
‘ \ ‘ cultivate the necessary competencies
in graduates to fulfill professional
roles that are responsive to societal demands. The
primary mission of these programs is to cultivate re-
searchers with critical and reflective competencies
to develop scientific knowledge. However, stud-
ies indicate that nursing PhD programs often fail
to align with the actual needs of the profession and
the roles of graduates, resulting in their inadequate
preparation for entering professional domains such
as education, research, and management. This mis-
alignment has raised concerns regarding the quality
and relevance of educational programs.

Some research attributes this gap to the mismatch
between curricular content and professional needs,
as well as the subpar quality of education. As regard,
discrepancies in the curricula offered across differ-
ent programs highlight the need for comparative
analysis to further develop the discipline of nursing.
To address these issues, systematic evaluation and
revision of educational programs through compara-
tive studies have been proposed.

This study aimed to compare the curricula of
nursing PhD programs in Bloomberg University and
Iran The doctoral degree is the highest level of nurs-
ing education in Iran

Methods:

This study is a descriptive-comparative research
aimed at comparing the nursing PhD program cur-
ricula at Bloomberg University in Canada and Iran,
based on Bereday’s four-stage model (description,
interpretation, juxtaposition, and comparison). In
the description stage, the objectives, mission, vision,
values, courses, and expected roles of graduates from
both universities were collected through electronic
resources and approved syllabi. In the interpretation
stage, the gathered data were analyzed and scruti-
nized. During the juxtaposition stage, the similari-
ties and differences in the educational components
of the two programs were identified. In the compar-
ison stage, the curricula were evaluated against the
expected roles of graduates, and recommendations

for improving the nursing PhD program in Iran were
proposed. Throughout the study, ethical principles
such as integrity in data collection, accuracy in inter-
pretation, and respect for authors’ rights were strictly
adhered to.

Results:

In Compare components of nursing PhD program
curriculum in Iran and Bloomberg University in-
dicated that in Iran the first course of Ph.D. started
in nursing and midwifery faculty of Tabriz in 1995.
Bloomberg Faculty of Nursing established by Ms.
E. Kathleen Russell in 1920. Department of Public
Health Nursing as experiment in educational sci-
ence established to improve the traditional hospi-
tal-focused training of nurses. In 1928 the Depart-
ment became a unit of the School of Hygiene. In
1933 it was recognized as an independent School of
Nursing. Over the 1980s and 1990s it known as a
research powerhouse. In Bloomberg faculty attract-
ed world-leading researchers and scholars in health
services and administration research. This faculty
continues to shape nursing practice and policy as
we train the next generation of teachers, researchers
and leaders though our renowned PhD program that
started from 1991.

Iran’s vision focused on collaborating to produce
knowledge and advancing research. Bloomberg fo-
cused on Leading in nursing education, research and
practice. Iran’s mission focused on collaborating to
produce knowledge and advancing research, and
Blomberg is committed to International leadership
in research and education. Through the mentorship
of outstanding and innovative faculty, our graduates
excel in professional practice, lead in nursing re-
search and scholarship, and improve health locally
and globally.

Value of Nursing in Iran is related to human health.
Based on the Islamic values of society, dignity and
rights of human beings and social justice should be
observed and in Bloomberg’s value is scholarship
and critical inquiry, Innovation and creativity, Inter-
disciplinary and collaboration, Social justice.

The goal of doctoral nursing in Iran is training the
specialized staff in the research, education, technol-
ogy, administration and participation in policy mak-
ing in the health system. The Lawrence S Bloomberg
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Faculty of Nursing 2017-2022 Strategic Academic
Plan is Shaping Tomorrow’s Leaders that shaped
their priorities and defining their path for the future.

Iran’s graduated would be educator, researcher
and management, and participator in policy-making
in the health system. Bloomberg’s graduates would
be leaders in research and scholarship, clinical prac-
tice and health care administration, occupying posi-
tions of influence in policy and practice nationally
and internationally.

Doctoral degree offered in the field of philosophy
of nursing. In the educational courses offered statis-
tics, educational program and organization, method-
ology and critique of research in nursing, philoso-
phy and theory in nursing, methodology and critique
of mixed method and toolmaking, critical topic in
nursing, management and leadership in nursing ed-
ucation and policy making. After completing edu-
cational courses, non-core course offered in 6 units
based on topic of thesis or undergraduate degree
field. Also ethic, stress, IT, evidence based practice,
clinical governance, scientific writing and knowl-
edge translation workshops presented in this course.
Bloomberg faculty consider three research fields for
PhD in nursing with different curriculum: Effective
Care and Health Outcomes, Critical Approaches to
Health and Health Care, Nursing Health Systems.
Despite shared similarities, these universities exhib-
ited distinct differences in purpose, curriculum, and
program implementation. Bloomberg University, in
particular, was characterized by its unique curricular
content, pedagogical methods, and anticipated grad-
uate roles.

A comparison of the curricula between the two
universities reveals that the curriculum for the three
fields of study in the PhD program at Bloomberg
University is aligned with the objectives of the pro-
gram, focusing on education, research, and leader-

ship. However, in Iran, despite the goal of preparing
students for roles in education, research, manage-
ment, and participation in policy-making, research is
limited to a three-credit course on research methodol-
ogy. The content of this course includes an introduc-
tion to quantitative and qualitative research methods
and their critique. Given the limited time allocated
to this course, achieving its educational objectives
is practically unfeasible. Furthermore, the presence
of research centers at Bloomberg University and the
delivery of research training through practical units
enhance students’ competencies in this area. In con-
trast, in Iran, the emphasis remains on theoretical in-
struction, which limits the development of practical
research skills.

Conclusion:

In conclusion, while Iran’s nursing PhD program
has made significant strides in training educators, re-
searchers, and policy-makers, there is considerable
room for improvement. By adopting best practices
from Bloomberg University, such as a stronger fo-
cus on research, practical training, interdisciplinary
collaboration, and leadership development, Iran can
enhance the quality and relevance of its nursing PhD
program. Ultimately, these changes will better pre-
pare graduates to meet the evolving demands of the
nursing profession and contribute meaningfully to
healthcare systems locally and globally.

Therefore to enhance the quality of Iranian PhD
nursing graduates, a comprehensive review of course
content and delivery methods is recommended,
aligned with the evolving roles and expectations of
graduates and societal needs. Furthermore, a rigor-
ous evaluation of the curriculum from the perspec-
tives of both PhD students and faculty is essential
to identify strengths, weaknesses, and inform future
program development.
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